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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: 


2002. The time is 1100 hours. 


Today is January 9th, 


This is 


Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the 


safety division of the New York City Fire 


Department. 


I'm conducting an interview 


with the following individual -- 


Bohack, Engine 5. 


CHIEF CONGIUSTA: 


City Fire Department 


Engine 5 regarding 


ALEUTENANT BOHACK: 


Lieutenant Robert 


-—- of the New York 


at the quarters of 


the events of September 


lith, 2001. 
Q. Okay, Lieutenant, go ahead. 
A. We had a box at approximately 8:40 at 


Gramercy Park. 


picking up, and I heard ove 


The available was given. 


We were 


r the radio that a 


plane had hit the Trade Center. We wer 


dispatched right away, 


the second alarm. 


We proc 


I then mad 


I could s th 


point. 


figured about 85 floors up. 


I believe fourth due on 


ded westbound on 14th Street. 


a left, heading south on West Street. 


tower clearly from that vantage 


There was a huge hole in the tower I 


It was about four or 
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five stories wide, triangular-shaped, and smoke 
was ripping out under heavy pressure. I could 
see flames, and I could see smoke starting to rip 
out of the top floors. 

We proceeded southbound the traffic was 


getting heavy. We moved over into the northbound 


lane, and then we proceeded south. We stopped 


the rig approximately one block north of the 


north tower on the northbound side of West 
Street, facing south. 
Got out of the rig. I had a five-man 

engine company. I took my chauffeur with me. I 
didn't think we were going to hook up to 
anything. We were too far away and proceeded to 
the lobby of One World Tower. 

QO. The north tower. 

A. Okay. 


We reported to I believe Chief Pfeifer, 


and I believe Chief Hayden was there too. As 


well as Commissioner Von Essen. We were told to 


team up with Engine 10 with our rollups and all 
our masks and extra bottles and proceed to the 
79th floor and operate. 


We started going up the stairs as a 
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team. There was a large number of people coming 
down the stairways. It was a little narrow. 
There was only room for two people wide. It was 


slow going up. We stopped on the 13th floor for 


about two minutes because there were too many 


people coming down. We were with 10 Engine. 


We took a two minute break and then 


went up to the 19th floor, where one of my guys, 


Derek Brogan, he was complaining of bad chest 


pains. Even though he's a young guy, he looked 
okay. He was a heavy smoker. So we decided to 
stop. 
He was sweating a lot, so we stopped on 
the 19th floor. We got some water and poured 
CXV 
Cx water over our heads. We took our gear off fora 


few minutes. I monitored him. In about 10 or 15 


minutes, he said he was okay. 
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I called him on the radio. He didn't 
have a radio. I was hoping that maybe he was 


next to somebody. He wasn't answering. There 


was so much radio traffic anyway, you couldn't 
get a word in edge-wise, too many maydays for 
chest pains. 


So we stopped on the 19th floor. He 


said he felt better after about 15 minutes. We 
got our gear up again, started to proceed up the 


stairs stairway A, I believe, until the 33rd 


floor. Then he was really sweating and said the 


chest pains were shooting down his arm. So 


that's when I made decision that's it. 


We put our gear down. I called for 
oxygen. Within two minutes two Port Authority 
ESU cops came with an oxygen resuscitator. They 


were there quick. I was amazed. A couple 
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firemen, I think one was from 9 Truck -- I forget 


his name -- he was there taking a break. All the 


fat guys were taking a break on the lower floors, 
me included, you know. 

We gave him oxygen. Another fireman 
who was there, he was a nurse. He looked at him 
and said, "Lou, I don't think he's having a heart 


attack. His skin is good. His pulse is good. I 


think it's something else." I said all right. 


We'll just hang out and let him rest. 


Two Port Authority cops were with us. 
After a couple minutes, he said he felt better. 
It was probably ten minutes later. I said, "All 
right, the thing we're going to do, I want you in 
an ambulance. You're done for the day." 


So one of the guys that was there -- I 


think it was the guy from 9 Truck -- said, "Lou, 


I'm going down. I'll take him down." I said, 


"No, I want to stay together." I was already 
missing Manny. I don't want to worry where he 
is. "I said, we're going to down together. 


We'll drop off our gear, go down, put him in an 


ambulance. When I know he's on his way, we'll 


come back up." 
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So we left our stuff down, tools, kept 
our masks on. I had my light. We began, with 


the Port Authority cops, to come down the stairs. 


As soon as we got into the stairway, the building 
started shaking like an earthquake. I thought 
our building was coming down. My mind was saying 


there's some kind of wind compensator up there in 


the upper floors, a big, huge vat of cement. Did 


you ever hear of that? I know the building 


moved. 

QO. Yeah. 

A. There's some kind of huge ton of weight 
up there. It's a huge vat filled with cement and 
it shifts. When the wind is blowing one way, it 


shifts to the other way with the wind to 


compensate. 


I thought if that thing shakes and 


comes loose from its supports we're fucking dead. 


So that's what I thought it was. I thought our 
building was starting to collapse. I said, 
"Let's get the fuck out of here, now. We're out 


of here." 
We start going down. We went down the 


C stairs. 
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Oh, before that I found out that the 


other building had gotten hit. One guy told me a 


couple weeks ago that it got hit while we were in 


the lobby. I didn't know that until we were on 


the 13th floor or 19th floor and were taking our 


break. I looked out the window, and I saw like 


30 floors of fire in the other building. I'm 


thinking, this guy is having chest pains. I have 


a report of a missile attack or other terrorist 


attack. 30th floor, there's a fire here, 10th 


floor there's a fire here, missiles coming, heart 


attacks, this is ridiculous we're out here. 


We started going down. The building 
shook. I said, "This one is coming down, let's 
get the fuck out of here." I didn't see the two 


Port Authority cops after that. I had four guys 


with me. I was missing one member from the 
get-go. 

We started going down. I saw a couple 
guys who were going up on the way down. Kevin 


Donnelly from Ladder 3, I asked him, "What are 
you doing?" I said, “Let's get out of here." 


We saw a couple civilians that were 


there, but mostly the stairway was clear. We 
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chose another stairway. We chose the C stairway. 


I guess that's facing the south tower. That's 


very close to there. 


It started getting dusty, shitty and 


dark. The lights went out about we were mayb 


on the 15th floor. The lights went out on the 
13th floor. 


We were going down. There were still a 


few civilians, a few more firemen. It was dark. 
One of the guys who was sharing his mask with a 
civilian who was scared. We had to help him 
down. 

Then we get to the third floor, and the 
stairway is partially blocked. They couldn't 


pass that back up. There was mostly firemen, a 


few civilians. I told my guys, "I'll go find 
another stairway. Stay here." 


I walked to the fourth floor, go 


across. All the lights are out. I find the A 


stair that we went up. I stayed in the stairway. 


I yelled to my guys, "Let's go. I've got another 
stairway. I've got another stairway." They 
come. Only three guys come. 


The crowd was obviously, or probably 
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from the collapse of the other building. There 


was debris from the other building coming down 


and pushing in. Because w 


WwW 


re in the stairway 


facing the south tower. So that must have pushed 


in the outside wall, that's what caused a breach. 


In the dark (inaudible), and Gerry 


Gorman was able to get past, 


along with a couple 


guys from 20 Truck. I didn't know it at the time 


when I called my guys -- I didn't want to lose 
the stairway and go back. So when they came, 
three guys came. Now I'm missing two guys, Manny 


way down to the B stairway. 


from the get-go and Gerry Gorman, who made his 
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With that, as soon as I said that, the 
building made a groan like steel twisting. I 


didn't have to tell those guys twice. We just 


started making a B line for West Street or the 
western side, the entrance we came in. 


With that, we ran out the front. There 


was, I think, a chief's aide sort of as a lookout 
saying, "Come on. Come on. Come on." We 
stopped at the entrance as soon as he waved us 


on, we go. We get to him. He was maybe 50 yards 


ahead of us, in front of us. On West Street I 
get to him and he says, "Look at the building, 
Lou. The other one collapsed, and this one is 
collapsing." He showed me, about 20 stories up 
you see a crack in the building. I look, "Holy 
shit, the other building's gone." 


I said, "Get the fuck to the rig." We 


run to the rig. I'm with two other guys, Richie 
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Carletti and Tommy Lynn. They came in their 
cars. Before that I'm down two guys, Gorman and 
Manny Delvalle. Now I'm back up to five. I've 


got two stragglers. 


So we get to I think either Warren 


Street or Chambers Street. I think it was 
Warren. We made a right on Warren, got out. 


We've got all the dust and crap all over us from 


the other collapse. I just wanted to get my 
bearings straight, give a little thought, because 


there was no command structure. There was 


nothing. Nobody can get on the radio. The 
fucking radio was useless. 
We get out. Mike Butler, chief of fire 


prevention, comes to me and says, "Look, Lou, I 


don't have a radio. My radio is dead. Can I 
have yours?" “Here you go." I ain't going back 
there. As soon as he got that, we walked maybe 


half a block, and that's when the building 


pancakes down. 
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Then the smoke and the shock wave comes 


up one street. We run. We hide behind 


C.U.N.Y., you know, the college there? There's 


like a big wall that sticks out. We hide behind 


there. The smoke and the dust and all the crap 


is outside the rig. The rig was stopped up. 

We get back on the rig, and the rig was 
full of dust. I told my chauffeur, "John, I want 
to make a 360 survey to see what the hell we've 


got." I don't know what the hell we've got. I 


can't see shit down that way. 
We go all around to Broadway and go up 
Broadway and turn right and it's like a frigging 


war zone. We go up to about Thames Street, and 


we find a hydrant that worked. We hooked up. I 


said, "You know what, we're going to have to 


relay water to somebody. We've got to get water 
on this place. I'll go check it out." 


He gets water. He ends up relaying to 


247 Engine from Brooklyn. They were operating. 
We walked up all the way to Church Street up 


here, Thames Street. We walked up Broadway it 


seemed about -- I can't even s these streets. 


Liberty, Cortlandt. I can't even s Liberty 
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here. Right here, Broadway and Thames or Cedar, 
right around here, that's where we finda 
hydrant. 

We pumped this way and this way, up 


this way. We go walking up Church, and we go to 


Dey Street. I found Engine 252's rig destroyed. 


I found 41 Engine's rig. 


QO. Destroyed? 


A. No that was good. That was good. 


Five World Trade, this building here, 


was fully involved. You don't realiz ven then 
where things stood. I said let's go and maybe 
put out the fire. That's what we did. We got 


water. We hooked up to the gravity tank of one 
of these buildings here. We were getting like 80 
to 100 pounds intake. So we stretched a line as 


far as the tower ladder here. We started getting 


water on the fire on this fucking building. 


QO. Was that seven? 

A. No, seven was here. 

QO. Okay. 

A. (Inaudible) that wasn't on fire. 
Q. Right, yeah. 


A. This was on fire. This one, we were 
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worried about this. 


We started knocking this 


We ended up pumping for two days. I 


heard that the water 


department shut off a lot of 


the mains because th 


They probably were. 


y were flooding the subways. 


That's basically it. We weren't in the 


building probably from 9 till, oh, after 10. We 


were in there for a while. It took us a while to 


get down the stairs 


I left when the first 


too. It took us probably -- 


t building collapsed, and we 


got out probably five minutes before the second 


building collapsed. 


(Inaudible. ) 


